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REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES 2011 – 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ELECTORAL PROVISIONS SUB-
COMMITTEE 

 
 
1. Summary 
 

1.1 To note the Review of Polling Places and Polling Districts 2011 and agree the 
recommendations of the Electoral Provisions Sub-Committee. 

 
 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1  That the completion of the Review of Polling Places and Polling Districts 2011 

be noted. 

2.2  That the recommendations of the Electoral Provisions Sub-Committee 
contained in section 7 of the report be agreed. 

2.3    That the proposed polling districts and polling places for the Dartford electoral 
area listed in Appendix A to the report be adopted and used for the revised 
Register of Electors for 2012, to be published on 1 December 2011. 

 
3. Background and Discussion 
 

3.1 The Representation of the People Act 1983 places a duty on the 
Council to divide the borough into polling districts for the purposes of 
parliamentary elections and to designate a polling place for each 
district and to keep these arrangements under review.  

 
3.2 Under the provisions of Section 16 of the Electoral Administration Act 

2006, Dartford Borough Council must undertake and complete a review 
of all the polling districts and polling places in the Borough at least 
once every 4 years. The last general review in Dartford was carried out 
in 2007. Since then no polling district has been altered, although some 
polling places have been changed when building works have affected 
the usual designated place. It is the Council’s practice to carry out a 
light-touch review annually with the last of these being reported to the 
Electoral Provisions Sub-Committee in October 2010, although a 
review may be undertaken at any time. 

 
3.3 The Council was required to undertake a full review of all of the polling 

districts and polling places in the Borough by 31 December 2011. 
However in practice the review had to be completed earlier in order for 
any changes identified as a result to be incorporated in the publication 
of the Annual Register of Electors which takes effect on 1 December 
2011. This review has now been completed and the General Assembly 
of the Council is asked to agree the polling districts and polling places 
detailed in Appendix A to this report. 
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4. The Requirements of the Review 
 
4.1 The review looked solely at the designation and location of the existing 

polling districts and polling places, the recommendations of the 
Returning Officer and any alternative options identified during a public 
consultation exercise. The locations and provision of polling stations 
were not considered specifically as these are the responsibility of the 
Returning Officer but were taken into account as these inform the 
designated polling districts and polling places. 

 
4.2 The difference between a polling district, a polling place and a polling 

station is outlined below: 
 
A polling district is a geographical sub-division of an electoral area, 
i.e. a UK Parliamentary constituency, a European Parliamentary 
electoral region, a ward or an electoral division. 
 
A polling place is a geographical area in which a polling station is 
located. 
 
However, as there is no legal definition of what a polling place is, the 
geographical area could be defined as tightly as a particular building or 
as widely as the entire polling district. 

 
A polling station is the actual area where the process of voting takes 
place, and must be located within the polling place designated for the 
particular polling district. 

 
There are no purpose-built polling stations in the Borough.  Facilities 
have to be hired for Election Day by the Returning Officer.  These can 
range from community centres and schools to mobile units placed 
strategically within a district.  Some of these buildings are not ideal 
polling stations and measures, such as temporary ramps, have to be 
put in place to make them fully accessible. Careful consideration needs 
to be given to choosing a location which is both convenient and 
accessible. 

 
4.3 The Stages of the Review Process     

 
 There are 4 stages to the review 
 

• Stage 1 – Notification of the review (by means of publication of 
a notice on the council’s web site and by display in at least one 
conspicuous place within the authority. 

• Stage 2- Administering the Review – The local authority should 
undertake a preliminary review of the current polling districts 
and polling places with a view to establishing their suitability. 



GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL 
26 September 2011 

 

• Stage 3 – Consultation – the consultation stage is for 
representations and comments on the existing and proposed 
arrangements for polling districts and places. There are two 
parts to this stage: 

o A compulsory submission from the Returning Officer 
which must then be published by the local authority 

o Any submissions from electors and other persons and 
bodies, including disability groups, as part of a public 
consultation on any proposals made by the Returning 
Officer and the local authority. 

• Stage 4 – Concluding the review – After considering all of the 
representations the local authority must decide on the most 
appropriate polling districts and polling places. Once the local 
authority has agreed the proposals they must make details 
available to the public on the Council’s web site and in at least 
one conspicuous place within the borough. All documents 
considered as part of the review, including any representations 
made, must also be published. 

 
Following the completion of the review certain people may make 
representations to the Electoral Commission if they believe that the 
authority has failed to conduct a proper review which would be 
considered by the Electoral Commission. The grounds for making 
representations are however limited. 
 

 
5.  Conducting the Review 
 

5.1 The arrangements for the review were overseen by the Electoral 
Provisions Sub-Committee which met on 1st August 2011 to consider 
the existing arrangements for polling districts and polling stations and 
the Returning Officer’s comments, which were that no changes were 
needed to the existing arrangements. The Sub-Committee generally 
endorsed the Returning Officer’s view but suggested that other options 
might be considered in three polling districts: Greenhithe, Knockhall 
and Summerhouse. 

 
5.2 These amended proposals were published for public consultation on 2 

August 2011 and the consultation exercise ran until 31 August. Notice 
of the consultation was displayed at the Civic Offices, Dartford Library, 
in The Reporter newspaper and on the Council’s web-site. An article 
also appeared in the Newshopper. It was open to any local elector or 
organisation to respond to the consultation exercise either on-line, by 
telephone, email or in writing. In addition all Members of the Council 
were invited to comment, along with the political parties, MP, Town and 
Parish Council’s and many organisations with experience or expertise 
in accessibility for disabled people. 

 
5.3 The response to the public consultation exercise was reported to the 

Sub-Committee on 12 September 2011 along with the Returning 
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Officer’s response to options previously identified by the Sub-
Committee or arising from the Consultation. 

 
6. The Response to the Public Consultation Exercise 

 By the end of 31 August 2011 six responses had been received.  

Of these two did not propose any changes and four had suggested 
alternative options or offered opinions as follows:  

6.1 DA – Greenhithe Polling District and DB – Knockhall Polling District 

Of the responses supporting change three related to the options for 
revised polling arrangements in the Greenhithe and Knockhall Polling 
Districts.  

One favoured having two polling locations in Greenhithe Polling 
District, a temporary polling station located at Eagles Road car park 
and re-designating the station at the British Legion Club, London Road 
to serve the residents of Ingress Park and Worcester Road. In respect 
of Knockhall Polling District it was suggested that this should cease to 
be served by the British Legion Club and that the polling station for this 
district should be moved to the Greenhithe Community Centre.    

The local MP had also responded and felt that additional provision was 
needed in the Greenhithe area to serve the Ingress Park development. 
He suggested locating a polling station in the new Community Centre 
in Ingress Park once this had been completed with a temporary station 
located on the green if elections took place beforehand. 

The Town Clerk of Swanscombe and Greenhithe Town Council also 
submitted a list of current halls/community facilities in Greenhithe and 
Knockhall which included the British Legion Club and Greenhithe 
Community Centre and potential locations once development work had 
been completed. However the Town Council did not express any 
preferred location or submit any direct request for change other than its 
“support for the need to make voting means available to residents as 
easy as possible and where halls are not possible mobile stations 
should be available”. 

Three further responses were received after the end of the consultation 
period of which two related to Greenhithe and Knockhall. One from a 
Councillor supported locating a temporary polling station at Ingress 
Park and opposed using Greenhithe Community Centre on the grounds 
that it was difficult to find. The other suggested that the polling place for 
Knockhall should be sited at Knockhall Community School. 

6.2 IB – Southfleet West Polling District 

The Parish Clerk of Southfleet Parish Council responded to the on-line 
consultation exercise recommending a change of location from the 
current location, a mobile unit in a layby outside the former Colyers 
Arms Public House, Station Road, Betsham. It was suggested that 
although the location is currently suitable this may not continue to be 



GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL 
26 September 2011 

 
the case once redevelopment of the former public house car park for 
housing has been completed. An alternative location for a mobile unit 
in the amenity area opposite Betsham House was proposed. 

6.3 GB – Summerhouse Polling District 

In his submission the local MP commented that “further provision is 
also needed in the Joydens Wood area but did not suggest alternative 
options. 

6.4 LC – St John’s Polling District 

A late submission was received from the Brent Primary School, St 
John’s Road. This proposed using the school’s family room as a polling 
station rather than its canteen which would cause less disruption to 
after school activities and lunchtime meal arrangements. 

7. The Returning Officer’s Response to Options previously identified by 
the Electoral Provisions Sub-committee and during the Consultation 
Exercise and the Sub-committee’s Recommendations to the GAC 

7.1 DA – Greenhithe Polling District 

 The Returning Officer considered the options suggested for the polling 
district and did not see a viable alternative to retaining the mobile unit 
at the Eagles Road Car Park. However the need to provide for growth 
in Ingress Park in the future was recognised. It was felt that this could 
be achieved by locating a double polling station at the British Legion 
Club on London Road as this is on the boundary of the two existing 
polling districts. One station would have served Greenhithe and the 
other Knockhall. The British Legion Club is large enough to 
accommodate a double station but care would be needed to ensure 
that voters are directed to the correct polling station. The alternative of 
siting an additional mobile unit along the river walkway, possibly at the 
end of Portland Place on the river frontage, would require permission 
by the landowner which may or may not be forthcoming but this was 
not considered to be as suitable as the British Legion building. 

 The Sub-committee recognised that the growth of Ingress Park would 
warrant revised polling arrangements in the future and felt that this 
could possibly be addressed once the proposed Community Centre 
has been built. In view of this, and the difficulties in terms of siting an 
additional temporary polling station in Ingress Park, the Sub-committee 
felt that it would be better to wait until that time rather than changing 
arrangements now and then making further changes in a couple of 
years time. It was also felt that many residents found voting at Eagles 
Road to be convenient due to the proximity to the railway station.   
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Recommendation to the GAC: 

 The Sub-committee is recommending that the mobile unit should be 
retained at Eagles Road car park and that the existing polling 
arrangements should remain in place.  

7.2 DB- Knockhall Polling District 

 The Returning Officer considered the suggestion that the polling place 
for this polling district should be moved to Greenhithe Community 
Centre. This would have offered a more central location. Officers have 
visited the Community Centre and considered it to be a suitable 
building. However the Community Centre, located off Alexander Road, 
was considered to be difficult to locate.  

 Whilst a move to the Community Centre would allow the British Legion 
Club to remain as a single station, but serving Greenhithe Polling 
District, it was felt that there could be considerable confusion for 
electors from Knockhall who are used to voting at the British Legion 
Club and would be unfamiliar with the Community Centre which also 
has only a single point of access. The Community Centre has also 
confirmed that it would prefer that the Centre is not used as a polling 
place. 

The Sub-committee felt that whilst there could be merit in moving the 
polling place to Knockhall Community School which was a more central 
location within the polling district this was not sufficiently strong to 
justify changing the current arrangements or the disruption this could 
cause to school activities 

 Recommendation to the GAC: 

 The Sub-committee is recommending that the existing arrangements 
are retained and that the polling place for Knockhall should remain at 
the British Legion Club. 

7.3 GB – Summerhouse Polling District        

 The Returning Officer considered the suggestion that an additional 
mobile station should be located at Stonehill Woods Park. This was felt 
to be impracticable in view of the very poor access to this site and 
difficult to justify in terms of the electorate. Currently there are 172 
electors residing at Stonehill Woods Park of whom 40% have a postal 
vote.  

 Recommendation to the GAC: 

 The Sub-committee is recommending no change to the existing 
arrangements whereby the polling district is served by a single polling 
station located at the Library, Summerhouse Drive. 
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7.4 IB – Southfleet West Polling District 

 The Returning Officer considered the Parish Council’s alternative 
proposal to base a mobile unit in the amenity area opposite Betsham 
House. Alternative locations in this district are limited given the rural 
nature of the area. Officers visited the proposed alternative location 
and considered it to be a suitable location with the advantage of being 
within sight of the previous polling place with which local residents are 
already familiar. In addition future use of the current polling place 
where residential garages will open into the layby could be problematic. 

 The Sub-committee supports the view that the existing polling place 
should be moved in view of the development of the adjacent land and  
suitability of the proposed alternative location.  

 Recommendation to the GAC: 

 The Sub-committee is recommending that the polling place should be 
located on the amenity area opposite Betsham House as suggested by 
the Parish Council. 

7.5 LC – St. John’s Polling District 

 The Returning Officer considered the late submission by the Brent 
Primary School as to the use of the family room instead of the canteen. 
Whilst understanding the School’s feelings the family room is 
considered to be unsuitable in terms of size and accessibility whilst the 
canteen is familiar to local electors and more suitable for use. It is 
proposed that the School should be designated as the polling place 
which would allow sufficient flexibility to consider using an alternative 
room if a more suitable one could be identified.   The Sub-committee 
felt that this had merit but recognised that it was likely that the canteen 
would still be the most suitable location for the polling station. 

 Recommendation to the GAC 

 The Sub-committee is recommending that the Brent Primary School 
should be designated as the polling place for St. John’s polling district.  

 
 8 Conclusions and Recommendations 
 

The Electoral Provisions Sub-committee considered the Returning 
Officer’s revised proposals on 12 September 2011 which are reflected 
in the Sub-committee’s recommendations to the GAC for the reasons 
outlined above. The proposed polling districts and polling places for the 
Borough are attached at Appendix A for approval by the General 
Assembly of the Council. If agreed the changes will take effect from the 
publication of the Register of Electors for 2012 on 1 December 2011.  

 
9. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 

Not applicable 
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10. Financial, legal, staffing and other administrative implications and risk 

assessments 
 

Financial Implications None 

Legal Implications None  

Staffing Implications None 

Administrative Implications None  

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints 

 
  
11. Details of Exempt Information Category 
 Not applicable. 
 
 
12. Appendices 
 

Appendix A – Proposed Polling District and Polling Places 2011 
 

 
 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
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Directorate 
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Information 
Category 

 
Electoral Provisions Sub-
Committee papers – 1 August 
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Review of Polling Districts 
and Polling Places 2011 – 
Public consultation Document 
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 Alan Twyman 
(01322 343430) 

Member 
Services / 
ED 

N/A 
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 Appendix A 

 
PROPOSED POLLING DISTRICTS & POLLING PLACES 2011 
 
BEAN & DARENTH  

Polling district Polling Place 

AA BEAN Bean Youth Centre, High Street, Bean  

AB GREEN STREET GREEN Darenth Hall, Ladywood Road 

AC DARENTH PARK Property or Mobile unit within the polling district  

AD LADYWOOD Darenth Hall, Ladywood Road  

AE LANE END Darenth Hall, Ladywood Road 
BRENT  

Polling district Polling Place 

BA HESKETH York Road C.P. School 

BB FLEET ESTATE Fleetdown Community Centre, Swaledale Road 

BC FLEET DOWNS Fleetdown Community Centre, Swaledale Road 
CASTLE  

Polling district Polling Place 

CA CASTLE Mobile unit, Steele Avenue 
GREENHITHE  

Polling district Polling Place 

DA GREENHITHE Property or mobile unit within the polling district 

DB KNOCKHALL British Legion Club, London Road 
HEATH  

Polling district Polling Place 

EA BROOMHILL Scout House, Broomhill Road  

EB ORCHARD Mobile Unit, Heathclose Road/Heath Lane 

EC WENTWORTH Wentworth CP Junior School, James Road 
JOYCE GREEN  

Polling district Polling Place 

FA TREVITHICK Mobile Unit, Car park,  Trevithick Drive 

FB ST. EDMUND St Edmunds Living Well, St Edmunds Road  

FC BRIDGE The Management Centre, The Bridge, Marsh Street North 
JOYDENS WOOD  

Polling district Polling Place 

GA BIRCHWOOD Joydens Wood Community Centre, Birchwwood Drive 

GB SUMMERHOUSE Library, Summerhouse Drive 

GC MAYPOLE Bexley Park Sports and Social Club, Calvert Drive 
LITTLEBROOK  

Polling district Polling Place 

HA ATTLEE Temple Hill Community Centre, Temple Hill Square  

HB RIVER VIEW Baptist Church Hall, St Edmunds Road  
LONGFIELD, NEW BARN AND 
SOUTHFLEET  

 

Polling district Polling Place 

IA SOUTHFLEET EAST Southfleet Village Hall, Dale Road  

IB SOUTHFLEET WEST Mobile unit, Amenity area opposite Betsham House 

IC NEW BARN WEST Mobile unit, Shearwater/Nuthatch  

ID NEW BARN EAST Mobile Unit, The Oval, New Barn  

IE LONGFIELD VILLAGE The Jubilee Hall, Main Road 

IF LONGFIELD HILL The Scouts Hall, Nurstead Lane  
NEWTOWN  

Polling district Polling Place 

JA MILESTONE Brent Social Club, London Road  

JB ST ALBAN St Albans Church, St Albans Road  

JC ST VINCENT (WEST) Methodist Church Hall, St Vincents Road  

JD ST VINCENT (EAST) Brent Social Club, London Road  
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PRINCES  

Polling district Polling Place 

KA ORANGE TREE Oakfield CP School, Oakfield Lane 

KB CEDAR Tree Community Centre, Cedar Road  

KC FAIRFIELD (EAST) Lenderyou Court, Phoenix Place 

KD WILLOW Mobile Unit Chestnut Road /Larch Road 
STONE  

Polling district Polling Place 

LA STONE VILLAGE Parish Hall, Stone Place Road  

LB HORNS CROSS Stone Pavillion and Community Hall, Stone 

LC ST JOHN’S Brent CP School, St Johns Road  
SUTTON-AT-HONE AND 
HAWLEY 

 

Polling district Polling Place 

MA HAWLEY Mission Hall, Shirehall Road  

MB SUTTON-AT-HONE Methodist Church Hall, Ship Lane, Sutton-at-Hone  
SWANSCOMBE  

Polling district Polling Place 

NA SWANSCOMBE The Church Centre, Swanscombe Street 

NB CRAYLANDS The Heritage Community Hall, Craylands Lane 

NC GALLEY HILL Swanscombe & Greenhithe Council Offices, The Grove 
TOWN  

Polling district Polling Place 

OA PRIORY Highfield Road Baptist Church 

OB BURNHAM Holy Trinity CEP School, Chatsworth Road  
WEST HILL  

Polling district Polling Place 

PA CHRIST CHURCH Christ Church Parish Room, Christ Church Road 

PB WHITEHILL Canteen, West Hill Primary School, Lawrence Hill Gdns 

PC HALFORD Masonic Hall, 71 West Hill 
WILMINGTON  

Polling district Polling Place 

QA CHURCH HILL St Michael’s Church Hall, Church Hill 

QB WILMINGTON COMMON Memorial Hall, Martin Road  

QC LEYTON CROSS Leyton Cross Social Club, Tredegar Road 

 
 
 


